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DEAR FAMILY,
The process for calling a new Senior Pastor of GVBC has started. Last night
at the Board of Deacons’ meeting Rev. Dr. Sam Chetti, Executive Minister of
American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles, Southwest and Hawaii
(ABCOFLASH), came to share the process of the calling of a new Senior
Pastor. Also in attendance were the new Pastoral Search Committee (PSC)
and staff members. It was a good meeting with a lot of information given. The
PSC will meet again with Dr. Chetti on Monday to elect a chairman and
receive further training.

To keep you informed of the process, I thought I would go over the steps:

Step 1

Select the Pastoral Search Committee. This step was completed on
April 24 when the last three members were elected by the church at
the Special Business meeting. The full committee is James
Kawashima, Paul Hirano, Eltheia Shiozaki, Amy Kushigemachi,
TJ Yee, Minako Fujimoto and Richard Imatomi.

Step 2

Congregational Prayer – a time will be set up weekly to pray for the
PSC, the future candidates, the church, the staff, etc., until a Senior
Pastor is found. I know many of you have been praying already.

Step 3

PSC meets with Dr. Chetti to be trained and oriented (Monday, May 9)

Step 4

The PSC is to complete three studies of the church and the area to
which it ministers

a. Demographics of the area around GVBC

b. A survey of the congregation as to its goals, direction and
leadership strength.

c. Church profile – current programs, budget, facilities,
leaders, and staff and their responsibilities.

Step 5

The Senior Pastor job description will be given to different institutions,
Regional Executives around the USA, and websites. Dr. Chetti will
also submit names of prospective candidates to the committee, and
names will be received from you, the congregation.

Step 6

The PSC will review all the applications, and the top three will be
selected. The PSC will interview the top three candidates and one will
be chosen. The Board will then interview the candidate and vote on
the PSC’s recommendation of the candidate to be presented to the
congregation.
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THE WISE STILL SEEK HIM
PROFILE OF SAMANTHA CHHIM MAEDA
BY KATHY AISO

“The first wise men gave Christ treasures from their kingdoms. Today’s wise
men give Christ the treasures of their hearts.” — Holley Gerth

SAMANTHA “SAM” CHHIM MAEDA wisely sought the Lord. In an
unstable home environment by age 18 she felt hopeless — her
father left the family with no one knowing his whereabouts; her
sister was placed in juvenile hall; and her only support had left
her.

THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD

In the turmoil, God came to Sam’s mind. She recalled how she
had gone to a Cambodian Christian Church a few times at age
ten with her mother. Each time she went to church, she felt
something she couldn’t identify. As she grew older, she realized it
was the presence of the Lord. Now in her bedroom she prayed to
receive the Lord. She felt God’s peace as she accepted Christ by
herself.

WHERE CAN I GO TO CHURCH?

At Cal State University Long Beach (CSULB), Sam felt led to ask
a fellow classmate and friend, Christina (nee Hirano) Sunada,
where to go to church. Christina invited her to GVBC’s college
group. From the beginning, she recalled how friendly everyone
was from the leaders, Pastor Chris Koga and Brad Toy to the
college students. What led her to regularly attend GVBC over a
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Step 7

The candidate and family will spend up to a week here at GVBC. Times will be set up to meet with as many
GVBC groups and ministries as possible, and the candidate will preach on Sunday. A vote will be taken the
same day.

This process will take several months. The PSC will need the input of all of the GVBC family to make the church study a
true reflection of GVBC. We will need to pull together to make the process as smooth as possible and lighten the load for
the PSC. Keep everything in prayer. I hope to announce this Sunday when the prayer times will be each week for the
search process.

Another piece of information to celebrate happened on May 2, 2016. At the end of the first year of Nehemiah 5, we paid
off the adjustable rate loan. Praise God! It is our hope that by September 30 of this year, the balance of the fixed rate
loan will be under a million dollars. We are close to being on target for the “Finish Line”. To put this into perspective, we
ended construction at the end of 2008. We were able to fund the first $6.6 million in construction costs through your
generous giving to The Nehemiah Projects. This left us with a $3.9 million construction loan which was converted to a
mortgage in 2009. As of May 1, 2016 we owe $1,134,348. The Finish Line is in sight!

His child,

Pastor Steve
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few other churches she visited, was the insight and wisdom which
Pastor Chris and Brad shared about the Bible and life. They were
patient and gave insightful answers to her questions. They were also
non-judgmental. She grew steadily in the Lord, attending church and
being discipled by Brad’s wife, Grace.

MEETING HER HUSBAND

At the first college group meeting, Sam met her husband, Kevin
Maeda. They became friends and knew each other for five years
before marrying in October 2015. She feels blessed, marrying into a
strong Christian family. In addition to Kevin, the family includes his
widowed mother, Kari, along with an older brother, Matt, and sister-in-
law, Rita. Matt and Rita have a 1 ½-year-old son, Anthony. Sam’s late
father-in-law was Dennis Maeda whom she enjoyed getting to know.

WORKING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE FROM A YOUNG AGE

A native of Massachusetts, Sam, her father, mother, and younger
sister, Sonya, moved out to Southern California when she was ten.
They settled in Long Beach, close to where her relatives lived. Sam
attended local public schools in Long Beach.

With a heart for the poor and downtrodden, she volunteered with
different non-profit organizations for social justice from age14. She
started with Khmer Girls in Action (KGIA). The purpose of KGIA was to
advocate for Southeast Asian girls. Sam continued volunteering with
different non-profit organizations through high school.

Following graduation from Long Beach Polytechnic High School, she
attended CSULB, earning both a Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in
Social Work (2012 and 2014, respectively). She continues to enjoy
social work where she can help those in need.  Although the last few
months of trials at work have not been easy, God used them to make
her relationship with Him even stronger.

A HEART FOR RESCUE

In June 2015, Sam adopted Zoey — an adorable Pomeranian mix
rescue dog — from the San Pedro Animal Shelter. It was an answer to
Sam and Kevin’s prayer before marriage for a rescue dog.  Their goal
is to train Zoey so she can become a therapy dog and visit
rehabilitation centers and hospitals.

FOR OUR BETTERMENT AND HIS GLORY

Sam’s favorite Bible verse, Jeremiah 29:11 reminds her, while Satan
may use a situation for attack, God uses the same situation for our
betterment and His glory.

“For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the
LORD, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you
a future and a hope.”

Wisely, Sam continues to walk closely with the Lord, knowing, with
each trial, He is refining her more for His purpose and glory. God gives
Sam hope and the promise of a bright future.

(Profile of Samantha Chhim Maeda 2)
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MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING

Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a prayer time for
our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work. Please join us
for prayer; open to all. Information on our missionaries and mission
projects will be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi
through the church office.

KEN & DIANE KUDO
SEPAL
SAO PAULO, BRAZIL

At two subsequent services, two baptism candidates, Mario and
Daniela, confessed publically past “dark” issues before being baptized.
Mario (who is featured being baptized in the photo of the Kudos’ April
newsletter) met weekly for three years with disciplers before converting
to Christianity. At the baptism, it was a powerfully charged moment
when Mario confessed he betrayed his wife to his parents and
brothers. His transparency and integrity in public confession before
being baptized was a testimony to his family and close friends. He
wanted to be upfront and aboveboard in confessing any sin before
baptism. Mario also revealed how his life was transformed by the
grace of the Lord.

Another baptized disciple, Daniela, confessed — after having sex with
her boyfriend — she contacted a venereal disease. She later
confessed her sin to her family and her disciplers. Daniela was unable
to get pregnant and had given up on marriage until God healed her.
Her ability to become pregnant surprised the OBGYN doctor who
couldn’t explain it through medical science. “In my brokenness,”
Daniela affirmed, “Jesus was gracious and forgiving. He healed me
spiritually, emotionally, and physically.”

“As I heard many testimonies like these,” wrote Ken. “I praised the
Lord of all lights, praying: Thank you for bringing me to Brazil. What a
blessing to be a missionary!”

PETE & SHERYL SILZER
WYCIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS

In February and March, Sheryl’s trips for the Asian class at Talbot went
well. The Talbot students gained insights into the cultural challenges in
their lives and ministry. Pray the book, which Sheryl is co-authoring
with Dr. Ben Shin on cultural challenges of Asian American life and
ministry, will meet the May 15 manuscript deadline. At the end of
February, Sheryl was able to participate in the missions conference at
her home church in Escondido. Sheryl is praising God because they
have faithfully prayed and supported her ministry for almost 50 years!

Please pray for Sheryl’s strength and health as she travels on three
back-to-back trips in April:  April 6-8 for a Talbot class; April 9-16 to the
UK for a week of training and team meetings; and April 17-21 to speak
at a CO conference about language learning.  In the UK, Sheryl is
assuming a new role as part of a Wycliffe team composed of herself
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19
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along with a Chinese, Korean/American, Jewish/Brit, and Anglo. They have been
given the task to evaluate and learn how to use a tool which measures
relationships in order to enhance the work of Bible translation. The members will
be meeting one another as well as learning about this tool from the UK company.
Pray for wisdom and clarity for the team to work effectively with the company to
gain knowledge of how best to use this tool.

Due to lack of funding, the trip to Nigeria in July was cancelled. The workers in
Nigeria are hoping God will open a door to have a conference in the future.

Recently, Pete took over an art gallery. Thirty artists’ work are featured and they
recently held an open house.

“We really appreciate your continued prayers,” write Sheryl and Pete.

At the end of this month Sheryl will have another CT scan as well as doctor visits.

(OurMission Field 4)

2017 PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCE
HONSHU HIGHTLIGHTS JAPAN
MARCH 28 — APRIL 7, 2017

LAX Departure: Tuesday, March 28, 2017

LAX Arrival: Friday, April 07, 2017

Cost: $4,598 per person, double/triple occupancy

NOTE:  checks payable to: Japan Deluxe Tours

Single Supplement add $720

“PAY-IN-FULL” by May 27, 2016 and receive 7% discount.
Discount also available for people on the waiting list.

DEADLINE: Deposit of $200, the Tour Member’s
Agreement, and Tour Application Form are due by May 27,
2016. Balance is due Dec. 27, 2016.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting
List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

Christian Service Scholarships
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those
who will be in college this fall) who use their Spiritual gifts in Christian service. Up to
$750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info
contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

DISCOVERING JESUS
Sundays at 10:45 a.m. in Room 214. Come and meet
Jesus in a way you’ve never met him before. In this study
series, you will experience Jesus up-close and personal
through the re-imagined stories of people from the Bible.
Sign up by filling out and returning the tear-off on the flyer
in the Narthex. Return it to the Guest Center in the
Courtyard or the church office. For more information,
contact Cyril Nishimoto at cynish@aol.com.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs
in the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered
healing ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who
are challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or
addictions. For more information contact Diane Ujiiye.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 5. Two opportunities to join others
nationwide to pray for our nation as well as our city,
neighborhood and church:
- Come to Room 119 anytime between 8 a.m. — 8 p.m. for
individual, family, or Community Group prayer. A prayer
guide will be available.
- A Concert of Prayer will be held from 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary.

WORK DAY
Saturday, May 7, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee
and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. Lunch is
provided. Come when you can, leave when you must.

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 8

LAST BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, May 14, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Bilingual Service
was started in June 2012 and this will be our 53rd and last
service. Many people received Christ through this service.
Please join us on May 14 to give thanks to God and to
worship our wonderful God together in both English and
Japanese language. Refreshments served in Room 201
afterwards. Everyone welcome. For more info contact
Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 21, 8:00 a.m. in Room 113. Continuing the
DVD series by Dr. Tony Evans titled “Kingdom Man.” Dr.
Evans is the senior pastor at Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in
Dallas, Texas. He is a bestselling author, speaker, and the
team chaplain for the Dallas Cowboys and Dallas
Mavericks. Come join us for a delicious breakfast and
fellowship with other men.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 30 Memorial Day Federal Holiday

CLASSES 101, 201 & 401
Sunday, June 5 starting at 12:30 PM
Class 101— Taught by Pastor Steve, this class is for those
who are interested in baptism &/or membership.
Class 201— Taught by Pastors Annette & James, this
class helps you develop spiritual maturity.

Class 401— Taught by Pastor Chris & Layne. Learn how to
redefine your life’s mission and life as a witness to Christ.
A light lunch will be provided. Sign-up for a class by
emailing or calling the office.

FATHER’S DAY
Sunday, June 19. This will be our baptism service and
fathers & graduates will also be recognized.

JCI CARNIVAL
Volunteers will be needed Sunday, June 26 in the afternoon
to help with this community event. Save the date, more info
to follow.

GVBC 2016 WOMEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, June 25 to Sunday, June 26 at BIOLA University,
La Mirada. Our theme is “Prayer Can Change Your Life:
The Power of Prayer” based on James 5:16b. Stephanie
Nakayama will speak on “Knowing God Through Prayer” on
Saturday and on Sunday, Marianne Matsuda will speak on
“The Power of Prayer”. Registration starts Sunday of
May 22 and ends June 5. Register at the Women’s Retreat
table in the Courtyard after first service or in the Community
Hall after second service.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, July 4 Independence Day Federal Holiday

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
CAVE QUEST—Following Jesus the Light of the World
Monday, July 11 to Friday July 15.Registration for GVBCers
is in progress. General public registration begins on
Sunday, May 15.

2016 GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 12, Rio Hondo Golf Club in Downey,
12:00 PM Shotgun start. Save the date! Proceeds will
benefit GVBC’s seminarians and Friday Food Ministry —
providing meals for disadvantaged and homeless.
Registration forms will be coming soon.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, September 5. Labor Day Holiday

MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up.
This is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support and
teaching plus lots of fun during your free time. Save the
date. More info to follow.

CALLING ALL EARLY CHILDHOOD MOMS!

You are invited to a new Bible study/
fellowship group which will be taking
place on Tuesdays from 9:30 —
11:30 a.m. at GVBC. There is also a
possibility we will be meeting
Thursdays.

It is in its planning stages right now and started as an
idea by its main organizer Monica Matsushima. The
group’s aim is to provide mothers with a spiritually
uplifting time of fellowship, study and sharing. We are
working on providing childcare as well. If you are
interested in more information or would like to help in the
planning, please email Tammy Hernandez at
tammy@gvbc.net or call the office.

God bless all the moms out there!
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APRIL BOARD REPORT
BY JIM KAWASHIMA, MODERATOR

Your GVBC Board of Deacons met on April 5 for a rather short, but meaningful, meeting.

We approved the minutes of the March 1 meeting as presented. We reviewed, discussed and approved the February
financial statement and reviewed March income and Nehemiah 5 receipts.

We voted in 21 new members to GVBC, Praise God! Congratulations to our newest members: James and Jinhee Choung,
Cynthia Copeland, Tim and Nana Davies, Dr. Ken and Debra Kawahara, Timothy Keahey, Shun Kochiwa, John and
Denise Nakamura, Ai, Ayumi and Miku Nakao, Cody Nakazaki, Joshua Pitpitan, Sarah Sunada, Gayle Tarkington, Ryan
Tsukamoto, Erik Uratsu, and Ayuna Yoshii. We also voted to remove from membership, Lyman Nojima, Yone Kobata,
Hideaki Miyamoto, and Aiko Hiroshige; all have gone home to the Lord.

We discussed the procedure for selecting the Pastoral Search Committee and ended our evening reviewing upcoming
events and closing in prayer.

I ask that you continue to pray for our senior pastor, Steve Langley, and his precious wife, Nancy, our entire pastoral staff
and their families, and for the Pastoral Search Committee which was finalized at the April 24 Special Business Meeting.
And pray for each other, our entire body of Christ here at GVBC. My wife and I continue to keep you all in prayer every
night.

God bless!
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FROM TO
Merrick Yoshida & Judy Yoshida
Jodie, Voltaire & Julie Rivera
Susie Shelley Frank, Jr.
Betty Shiotani Alma Watanabe
Ueda Memorial Fund John Matsumura
Susie Shelley Don Shelley
Henry & Sanaye Nagami Alma Watanabe
Jean Urabe Alma Watanabe
Jean Nojima Alma Watanabe
Susie Shelley Frank O. Flower
Merrick Yoshida & Kazuko Ishimoto
Jodie, Voltaire & Julie Rivera
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, May18 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 15.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

Spring Worship Schedule
English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School concurrent
Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

This is Our Story

SUNDAY, MAY 8 / MOTHER’S DAY
Pastor Steve Langley
Awaken the Wonder

SUNDAY, MAY 15
Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Good News for All

SUNDAY, MAY 22
Pastor Steve Langley
It Matters

SUNDAY, MAY 29 / MEMORIAL WEEKEND
Pastor Steve Langley

Thursday, May 5
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Room 119
Concert of Prayer
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Sanctuary


